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Atoms to Product (A2P) BAA 
DARPA-BAA-14-56 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated as of 9/23/2014 

 
 

Q44.):  Is there a specific time period (or at least a start date) of the award that can 
be used for planning purposes? 
A:  A target start date of March 1, 2015 may be assumed for proposal budgeting 
purposes. 
 
Q43.):  Can you provide guidance on the sorts of budgets that would seem 
appropriate to the program?  At present we are considering work which will 
encompass both TA-1 and TA-2. 
A: It is up to each proposer to determine an appropriate budget.  Per the BAA, the 
proposed costs must be consistent with the Statement of Work and reflect a sufficient 
understanding of the costs and level of effort needed to successfully accomplish the 
proposed technical approach. 
 
Q42.): We recently registered on sam.gov, but have not yet received a CAGE Code. 
Since we do not have a CAGE code at this time, we are unable to complete our 
DARPA BAAT registration. Is there an alternative method of getting our abstract 
to you? 
A:  In BAAT, you may create a placeholder number in the CAGE Code field.  
NOTE:  you will need to update your account with your correct CAGE Code in order to 
submit a proposal.   
 
Q41.): Are you interested in optical components? The BAA refers to the ability to 
"enable structural, mechanical, thermal, and electrical connections" but optical is 
not mentioned. 
A: Yes, optical interfaces are of interest as are other useful interfaces.  The BAA will be 
amended to reflect this. 

 
 

LATEST Q&A 
 

NOTE:  the 9/19 FAQ update included corrections to Q/A 3-6 and 11-15. 
 

40.) Q: What is the correct form to use for the abstract submission to present the 
financial information - the "grant summary proposal budget year" or the "contract 
cost element summary" or both? 
A: Any format is acceptable for the abstract cost estimate. 
  
39.) Q: Can government employees serve as the principal investigator and/or 
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participate at all?   
A: Please consult with your Office of General Counsel to determine whether or not your 
organization has legal authority to receive an award from DARPA.  See Section III.A.1 
of the BAA for further information. 
 
38.) Q: Is the cost estimate for the initial 24 months only, or can an additional 24-
month period (representing the option) be submitted simultaneously? 
A: As noted in the BAA:  "Proposers should provide a work plan for a base effort of 24 
months. TA1 proposers may add an additional 18 months of options at the conclusion of 
the initial 24 month period. TA2 proposers may add an additional 24 months of options at 
the conclusion of the initial 24 month period. 
 
37.) Q: Is the involvement of foreign institutions from friendly nations desirable and 
encouraged for this program? 
A: There is no disposition toward or against foreign institutions so long as all export laws 
and regulations are obeyed.   
 
36.) Q: Is there any drawback in presenting to you a self-contained project team 
with many (say 5) subcontractors? Given the complexities of contract signing would 
this negatively, positively or neutrally affect our chances to move forward to the 
proposal stage? 
A: The number of subcontractors is not a selection criterion, but proposers should clearly 
describe how their team is going to be managed effectively. 
 
35.) Q: If two collaborating lead institutions are planning to lead efforts in TA-1 and 
TA-2, respectively, should they plan on including each other as subcontractors in 
their own teams, or is it preferable to plan for a combined TA1+TA2 project? 
A: If success in TA1 is dependent upon a specific approach to TA2 then the appropriate 
approach is to submit a combined TA1/TA2 proposal.  This is also the appropriate path if 
success in TA2 is dependent upon a specific approach to TA1. 
 
34.) Q: Are assembly processes based on engineered biological systems and 
processes within the scope of the A2P program? 
A: There is no predisposition toward any particular approach to solving the Atoms to 
Product challenge. 
 
33.) Q: Will a proposal that relies exclusively on self-assembly schema be rejected 
automatically for TA1 or TA2 or both?  If so, would a scheme that includes 
mitigation steps for statistical pitfalls inherent in thermodynamically and kinetically 
driven self-assembly be acceptable? 
A: The proposal selection criteria are clearly listed in the BAA. 
 
32.) Q: For TA2, is there a preference for the type of products to be considered to 
avoid overlap with activities in MTO? 
A: There are no restrictions on product type other than those listed in the BAA. 
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31.) Q: For TA1, is there any preference for a liquid vs solid feedstock? 
A: Since the specific TA2 technologies are not yet known, there is as yet no preference 
for providing feedstock as a powder (solid) or in suspension (liquid). 
 
30.) Q: Should we be concerned about the cost impact of purchasing expensive 
capital equipment as part of an A2P proposal? 
A: No, you should not be concerned other than to be aware that cost realism and 
ultimately cost reasonableness will be evaluated.  You should also be mindful of 
applicable accounting requirements associated with the purchase of capital equipment.   
 
29.) Q: Are there cost limitations for the A2P proposal? 
A: No, but DARPA projects in this type of program are typically 500k-1000k per year in 
years one and two and grow to 2M to 3.5M per year in years 3 and 4.   
 
28.) Q: We plan to propose a process under TA1, but we also envision an integration 
activity under TA2 that could produce devices.  Can we propose the latter as part of 
TA2 or partner with someone for the TA2 component?  Is it sufficient for us to 
propose the TA1 component and focus on measuring properties for different 
applications, and leave the TA2 component open for future research and 
development? 
A: Proposers are free to propose only to TA1 or only to TA2.  Proposers are free to 
submit separate TA1 and TA2 proposals.  Proposers are also free to submit combined 
TA1/TA2 proposals.  Partnering or teaming on proposals is permitted. 
 
27.) Q: Is it possible to discuss my idea with the program manager (e.g. by phone) 
before I submit the abstract? 
A: The guaranteed way to get feedback on your idea is to submit an abstract.  
 
26.) With respect to the Atoms to Product (A2P) program (DARPA-BAA-14-56), 
can a team have a member on their proposal who also participates as a sub awardee 
or prime on another independent A2P proposal?   
A: Yes.  However, please discuss controls that will be established to ensure that efforts 
and cost incurred will not be duplicated. 
 
25.) Many materials have high aspect ratios such that they may be mm or higher in 
1 or 2 dimensions but micron or below in another. (A sheet of paper for example). Is 
it correct to assume that an activity which focuses on assembly on the sub-micron 
dimension of that material would correctly fit within TA1? 
A: If proposers wish to incorporate large aspect ratio materials into their assembly 
process, it is up to them to provide the rationale for submitting to TA1 vs TA2.   
 
24.) TA1 outputs are intended to be feedstocks into TA2 activities. Is it then 
assumed that for each TA1 team within the A2P program, there must also be an 
associated TA2 team? Or can a TA1 team exist as a stand-alone group with an 
explanation of the TA2 function that its feedstocks would output to without an 
actual TA2 team existing in the A2P program? 
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A: Proposers are free to propose only to TA1 or only to TA2. 
 
23.) Is A2P a basic technology development program, where the goal is to develop a 
new type of capability?  Must the proposal make a compelling case to show how the 
proposed assembly technique, if successful, would impact the warfighter? 
A: The proposal selection criteria are clearly listed in the BAA. 
 
22.) I am interested in participating in the teaming exchange. Are you planning to 
share the list of teams/organizations with us so that we can contact them for 
teaming? 
A: DARPA highly encourages teaming before proposal submission and, as such, will 
facilitate the formation of teams with the necessary expertise.  Interested parties should 
submit a one-page profile including the following information: 

• Contact information to include name, organization, email, telephone number, 
mailing address, organization website (if applicable). 

• A brief description of the proposer's technical competencies. 
• Desired expertise from other teams, if applicable. 

All profiles must be emailed to A2P@darpa.mil no later than 5:00 p.m. (ET), September 
19, 2014. Following the deadline, the consolidated teaming profiles will be sent via email 
to the proposers who submitted a valid profile. Specific content, communications, 
networking, and team formation are the sole responsibility of the participants.  Neither 
DARPA nor the DoD endorses the information and organizations contained in the 
consolidated teaming profile document, nor does DARPA or the DoD exercise any 
responsibility for improper dissemination of the teaming profiles. 
 
21.) Q: I have never applied to DARPA for funding before but we are working on a 
technology that may fit well within this program. Can you please advise me on the 
steps required for making an application to A2P or are you just soliciting ideas at 
this stage? 
A: Per Section IV.A of the BAA, the BAA itself contains all the information required to 
submit a response.   
Per Section IV.B.1 of the BAA, proposers are highly encouraged to submit an abstract in 
advance of a full proposal to minimize effort and reduce the potential expense of 
preparing an out of scope proposal. 
 
20.) Q: As a non-US organization coupled to UK patent technology that is nano-
based potentially into products, how might we fit into US DARPA contracts if at all? 
A: Please read the BAA.  If you conclude that you can meet the requirements set forth in 
the BAA, you may submit an Abstract with more specific information.  Feedback will be 
provided. 
 
19.) Q: Is it possible to team up an inventor with the right people with the right 
manufacturing skills, without the inventor losing control of his invention? 
A: This is dependent upon the relationship between the inventor and the manufacturer. 
 
18.) Q: Is there interest in biological approaches to materials assembly, including 
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the use of DNA, protein, and/or cellular bio-templating strategies? 
A: There is no predisposition toward any particular approach to solving the Atoms to 
Product challenge. 
 
17.) Q: Can a small US company partner with a large US company that would do 
some of its portion of the work in Canada? 
A: Yes, as long as all import/export and EAP/EAR laws are obeyed. (Examples: IP, 
software, data, material, etc...). 
 
16.) Q: Do references collected as an appendix to the Abstract or full proposal count 
against the page count limit? 
A: Yes. 
 
15.) Q: Can a prime or collaborator be an international company?  
A: Per Section III.A.2 of the BAA, international companies and universities are 
acceptable so long as they comply with any necessary nondisclosure agreements, security 
regulations, export control laws, and other governing statutes applicable under the 
circumstances.  
 
14.) Q: Is subcontracting to a National Lab or Federally Funded Research and 
Development Center (FFRDC) permitted?  
A: Per the BAA, FFRDCs and National Labs are subject to direct competition limitations 
and must establish their eligibility to propose to Government solicitations by meeting the 
conditions listed in Section III.A.1.  
 
13.) Q: Will any response be provided to abstracts?  
A: Per Section IV.B.1 of the BAA, DARPA will respond via email as to whether there is 
interest in DSO for the proposed research. 
 
12.) Q: Is an executive summary slide required for an abstract submission? 
A: Yes, see Section IV.B.1 of the BAA.  A template is provided as Attachment 1 to the 
announcement on https://www.FBO.gov.  
 
11.) Q: What is the page limit for an abstract? 
A: Per Section IV.B.1 of the BAA, the abstract should not exceed 5 pages, including all 
figures, tables and charts.  The page limit does not include an (optional) official 
transmittal letter, the cover sheet or the executive summary slide. 
 
10.) Q: What is an official transmittal letter? 
A: An official transmittal letter is a brief, signed statement on your organization 
letterhead from an authorized person within your organization acknowledging/endorsing 
the proposed research. There is no template for such a letter. 
 
9.) Q: What is the overall DARPA budget for DARPA-BAA-14-56? Are there 
funding limits for individual proposals?  
A: At this time, no single-project funding limits have been set. Per Section II of the BAA, 

https://www.fbo.gov/
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the amount of resources made available under this BAA will depend on the quality of the 
proposals received and the availability of funds. 
 
8.) Q: How many awards are anticipated?  
A: Multiple awards are anticipated; however, the number of awards will depend on the 
merits of the proposals received and availability of funds.  
 
7.) Q. Are potential applications to be defined by the proposers?  
A. Yes, proposers must define the area of DoD impact and clearly describe how the 
application will drive interim milestones.  
 
6.) Q: Is my topic consistent with the objectives of the BAA?  
A: The BAA describes the A2P areas of interest; specific research approaches are up to 
each proposer. If you feel that your chosen effort is consistent with the objectives of the 
BAA and capable of meeting the goals stated therein, then you should feel free to propose 
them. It is strongly encouraged that you read the BAA carefully. It is your burden to 
make clear within your proposal that your approach is supportive of your innovative 
claims, and includes a detailed analysis of the technical motivation.  
 
5.) Q: Is my research of interest to DARPA?  
A: DSO will not comment on research approaches submitted via email. The best way to 
receive feedback on the suitability of your concept is through the actual submission of an 
abstract in accordance with the instructions outlined in Section IV of the BAA.  
 
4.) Q: Can I schedule a meeting or telephone call with the A2P program manager? 
A: Per Section VII of the BAA, all correspondence regarding the BAA should be emailed 
to A2P@darpa.mil. 
 
3.) Q: Where should a biosketch/curriculum vitae (CV)/resume be included in my 
proposal? 
A: CVs/resumes are not specifically requested in the BAA; however, a discussion of a 
proposer’s previous accomplishments should be included in Section IV.B.2.a.ix of  
Volume I, Technical and Management Proposal. Should you decide to include CVs or 
resumes, they will count towards the Volume I page limit. 
 
2.) Q: Do individual Principal Investigators need to register at https://baa.darpa.mil/ 
or should registration be handled through an organizational account?  
A: You may have individual accounts or one organizational account that is used for all 
submissions - it is at the discretion of your organization. It is recommended that you 
contact your office of sponsored research (or similar) to decide how submissions should 
be handled at your organization. 
 
1.) Q: What is my DUNS/CAGE/TIN number?  
A: It is likely that an official in your office of sponsored research (or similar) would have 
access to these numbers and be able to provide them to you. If not, further information 
regarding these numbers can be found below: 

mailto:A2P@darpa.mil
https://baa.darpa.mil/
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TIN:  A Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) is an identification number used 

by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the administration of tax laws. It is issued either 
by the Social Security Administration (SSA) or by the IRS. See 
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-
Numbers-%28TIN%29 for information on requesting a TIN. Note, requests may take 1 
business day to 1 month depending on the method (online, fax, mail). 
 

DUNS: The DUNS number is used as the Government's contractor identification 
code for all procurement-related activities. Go to http://www.sba.gov/content/getting-d-u-
n-s-number or http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/index.jsp to request a DUNS number 
(may take at least one business day). 
 

CAGE: A Commercial And Government Entity (CAGE) Code identifies 
companies doing or wishing to do business with the Federal Government. If a proposer 
does not already have a CAGE code, one will be assigned during registration in the 
System for Award Management (SAM). See www.sam.gov for further information. 

http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-Numbers-%28TIN%29
http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-Numbers-%28TIN%29
http://www.sba.gov/content/getting-d-u-n-s-number
http://www.sba.gov/content/getting-d-u-n-s-number
http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/index.jsp
http://www.sam.gov/

